PRESS RELEASE
Maartje Nevejan, Karin Spaink, Ernst Meisner, Bert Kommerij, Nijgh & Van
Ditmar, the Dutch National Ballet, NTR & Viewpoint Productions are proud
to present the Dutch National Canta Ballet, a six-week transmedia project
based around a remarkable Dutch mobility car. In the project, dancers and
handicapped people will be working together.
The project starts in mid-May with a book, a TV series and a radio
documentary. The grand finale will take place on 28 June 2012 with a special
dance performance by thirty ballet dancers from the Dutch National Ballet
and sixty Canta drivers. The performance features the little cars as full dance
partners.
You can follow the progress of the project on www.hetnationalecantaballet.nl.
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Website

www.hetnationalecantaballet.nl
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Book

De benenwagen (Shanks’s pony)
Karin Spaink / Nijgh & Van Ditmar, 15 May 2012
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TV-serie

De Canta danst! (The Canta dances!)
Maartje Nevejan / NTR, June 2012
4 episodes, every Sunday evening from 3 June, 19:00, Ned.2
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Radio documentary

Hunt for the little red car
Bert Kommerij / NTR
3 June 2012 Holland Doc Radio, 21:00, Radio 1
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Dance performance

The Dutch National Canta Ballet & the Dutch National Ballet
De Gashouder, 28 June 2012, curtain-up 18:30 & 21:30
ticket sales from 1 May via www.hetnationalecantaballet.nl
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TV recording

The Dutch National Canta Ballet
NTR Podium, 1 July 2012, 19:00, Ned.2
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BACKGROUnd
Nobody thinks crutches, hearing aids or rollators are cool. But Cantas – those
lively little cars for people with disabilities – are such fun and so handy that
even people without disabilities want one. The Canta does away with pathos
and cheers everyone up.
Suddenly, the idea of a Canta ballet sprang to mind. Sixty photogenic little
cars driving around a stage, forming circles and making figures. The left-hand
doors opening in synchrony and the right-hand doors shutting in synchrony,
windscreen wipers on and windscreen wipers off, turning pirouettes. And we
wondered: if a mobility car forms the extension of an unwilling body, could a
dancer be the willing extension of a car?
The Dutch National Ballet, celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2012, stepped
into this dream. They took up the adventure and decided to create a ballet with
handicapped people and their cars. Choreographer and ‘grand sujet’ dancer
Ernst Meisner was given free rein. Rehearsals for this ballet took place not
in the studios of The Amsterdam Music Theatre, but in the parking garage
underneath.
We discovered that dancers and handicapped people have in common the
fact that they are permanently battling with their body and always coming up
against physical barriers that need surmounting. We saw that dancers can be
mechanical and that cars can have personalities. We discovered the truth that
limitations give rise to mastery.
The project was devised and set up by Maartje Nevejan, Karin Spaink and
Bert Kommerij. Ernst Meisner choreographed the ballet and Scanner (Robin
Rimbaud) composed the music. The project was designed by Rogério Lira and
produced by Viewpoint Productions.
The Dutch National Canta Ballet was made possible by:
SNS Reaal Fund, Stichting Doen, Dutch Cultural Media Fund,
Westergasfabriek and Waaijenberg
Note for the press (not intended for publication)
For more information about the sub-projects and/or visual material, please go to www.
hetnationalecantaballet.nl
For interview requests and/or information about the book ‘De benenwagen’, please contact
Nijgh & Van Ditmar, Ilse van der Zee, i.vanderzee@ nijghenvanditmar.nl / +31(0)20 - 5511220
and/or Karin Spaink, karin@spaink.net
For interview requests and/or information about the TV series and recording, and the radio
documentary, please contact NTR, René Takken, rene.takken@ntr.nl / +31 (0)6 – 53938460
For interview requests and/or information about the dance performance, please contact the
Dutch National Ballet, Richard Heideman, richardh@het-ballet.nl / +31 (0)20 – 5518242
When publishing, please state: www.hetnationalecantaballet.nl.

The website

www.hetnationalecantaballet.nl
The website links up all the features of the project, giving progress reports and
a taste of all the sub-projects. Via the website, Canta drivers can take part, for
instance, in the project ‘Doe een Wals’ (Do a Waltz), in which they can use GPS
to show how they are dancing through their hometown in their own car and
using the town as a stage. The website also offers third parties space to post
photos and stories.
The website functions as a meeting place and repository, and will eventually
form a consolidated archive of the whole project, so that the history of the
project will be preserved.

The book

De Benenwagen
The Canta was invented and developed by a Dutch racing driver, Dick
Waaijenberg. Today, the company behind the Canta is the biggest Dutch car
manufacturer, and their cars for handicapped people are the best in the world.
But what demands have to be met by a disabled vehicle and how do you
combine a clear, uniform design with drastic modifications to suit individuals?
Karin Spaink has written a book about the remarkable history of the Canta. She
describes how a small French car, the Arola, was sawn in two and found its
way to the Netherlands, and explores the story of the creation of its successor,
the Canta. She accompanied a mechanic on his daily rounds to customers’
homes to carry out repairs, and discovered how Cantas are made as a writerin-residence at the Waaijenberg factory. She found out that each Canta has
an address card. Every model is made by hand and modified to suit its future
driver.
‘De benenwagen’ also illustrates the battle about mobility. The popularity of
the little car is threatening to take away the scarce privileges of handicapped
people. Who’s allowed a Canta and who isn’t? Who can drive and park where?
Who does the street belong to? Above all, ‘De benenwagen’ shows how
important the car is to handicapped people. The Canta is their passport to the
outside world.
‘De benenwagen’ is published by Nijgh & Van Ditmar. Full colour, 192 pages,
price: 19.95 Euros.
The TV series

DE CANTA DANST!
In a four-part TV series, Maartje Nevejan will be following the dancers of the
Dutch National Ballet and a group of Canta drivers. She attended their first

meeting and recorded their rehearsals. She let dancers and handicapped
people talk freely about their bodies and their limitations, and about their
mobility and their dreams. She asked both groups about their physical
limits, about making the most of space and movement, and about pain and
transcendence. The main question is: what’s your own body like? What can you
do and what can’t you do? And what do you do if you can’t do something?
Each episode revolves around two Canta drivers. In between, the dancers
give a commentary in movement: sometimes in contrast or confrontation,
sometimes in reassurance or confirmation, and sometimes just for its own
sake. Suspense is created in the series by building up to the encounter
between the two groups (the dancers and the drivers) on one evening and in
one ballet. Each episode shows the complexities of creating that performance,
ending in a cliff-hanger that makes viewers want to see the next episode.
The second storyline in the series is the car itself. For this, Nevejan visited
hardcore Canta fans in Amsterdam and The Hague, to hear about their love
of their car, and attended a very photogenic Canta pleasure drive. She filmed
racing drivers giving a skid course to Canta drivers at the Zandvoort racetrack
and took footage of the Waaijenberg factory, where the Cantas are produced.
The four-part TV series ‘De Canta danst!’ will be broadcast by the NTR.
The first episode will be shown on Sunday 3 June 2012 at 19:00 on Ned. 2, and
a new episode will follow each week.
The radio documentary

Hunt for the little red car
NTR radio documentary maker Bert Kommerij followed the development of the
project for a year and a half. He attended meetings and rehearsals, and spoke
to all the participants, recording everything.
For Kommerij, the story began in May 2009, when he uploaded a photo of a
red Canta to Flickr. And soon a new photo pool was created: ‘Hunt for the little
red car’. Everyone suddenly started noticing them everywhere. The fascination
for the distinctive little red car was born. Where do they come from? Who
drives them? How can you get one?
One year later, the ball started rolling, when documentary maker Maartje
Nevejan shared a photo on Facebook of her as a passenger in Karin Spaink’s
Canta. Reactions flew back and forth, and Nevejan discovered the Hunt group
on Flickr, which had posted over 600 Canta photos in the meantime. That was
the night Nevejan dreamt of a real Canta ballet à la Esther Williams.
The radio documentary follows the development of the plan for Nevejan’s TV
series, Spaink’s book ‘De benenwagen’ and Meisner’s choreography for the
Dutch National Canta Ballet. The group of participants grew rapidly. It seemed
that everyone was infected with the Canta virus.

The programme covers the backgrounds of all the participants, as well as their
working methods and what motivates them. Meanwhile, the clock is ticking
and the date of the ballet performance draws nearer...
The radio documentary ‘Hunt for the little red car’ will be broadcast by the NTR
on Holland Doc Radio on 3 June, 21:00, on Radio 1.
The performance

Het Nationale Canta Ballet
The Dutch National Ballet, who are celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2012,
took up the adventure and decided to create a ballet with handicapped people
and their cars. Choreographer and ‘grand sujet’ dancer Ernst Meisner was
given free rein. He composed a performance with a corps de ballet and a
corps de Canta, with soloists on pointe and soloists on tyres.
On the one hand, the ballet is a spectacle for cars and dancers, and on the
other it is an encounter between two worlds that appear totally different. But
mobility and movement are very important to both worlds, and they both try to
get the most out of their bodies. In the ballet, we explore what the two groups
have in common, what their differences are and how they can complement,
change and reinforce one another.
Magnitude alternates with lightness: grand spectacle versus intimate gestures.
The beauty and power of the Cantas and the beauty of the movements of both
groups (drivers and dancers) are at the heart of the performance.
The cars will function as characters. But the limitations of the Cantas’ drivers
will also be used and explored. What are their strengths and where are they
vulnerable? How do they move? What happens on stage when the drivers
suddenly get out of their cars? How vulnerable is a trained dancer when
suddenly confronted with a car as a partner? Can a dancer become an
extension of a car?
The dance performance is choreographed by Ernst Meisner, to music by
Scanner (Robin Rimbaud), and performed by Canta drivers and dancers from
the Dutch National Ballet. Location: de Gashouder, Amsterdam.
Two evening performances on 28 June 2012, curtain-up 18:30 & 21:30.
The TV recording

THE DUTCH NATIONAL CANTA BALLET
A TV recording will be made of the one-off ballet performance, which will be
broadcast by NTR Podium on 1 July, 19:00, on Ned 2.

THE DUTCH NATIONAL CANTA BALLET
IS CREATED BY:
The Dutch National Ballet
The Dutch National Ballet has a tradition in innovation. In its fifty-year existence, the company
has presented successful foreign versions of classical ballets, as well as producing their own
interpretations. These productions have made a significant contribution to the Dutch cultural
heritage. The company has been directed by Sonia Gaskell, Rudi van Dantzig, Wayne Eagling
and Ted Brandsen, respectively.
More info: www.het-ballet.nl
Maartje Nevejan
Maartje Nevejan is a documentary maker. Besides longer documentaries, she has also been
making transmedia productions since 2000, in which she combines film, internet and live
events. She works for BNN, KRO, Human, NTR and Al Jazeera, among others. She has won
several awards, including a Golden Calf and a silver Zebra, and was nominated for the Rose
d’Or and an Emmy award.
In this project, Nevejan explores dance through the banal and the sublime, in search of the
elegance of imperfection.
More info: www.nevejan.nl
Karin Spaink
Karin Spaink has published eleven books and hundreds of columns. Her favourite subjects are
health, internet, technology, civil rights and politics. She has received several awards for her
work, including the Van Praag Award (2009). Since 1994, Spaink has been driving a car for the
disabled. In her first Canta, she has even driven to Poland – at a maximum speed of 45 kilometres per hour.
More info: www.spaink.net
Bert Kommerij
Bert Kommerij writes and directs modern radio plays for the NTR, makes radio documentaries
and develops internet projects that sometimes result in films. Most productions are realised
with the support of the Dutch Cultural Media Fund, and can be listened to/watched via the
website http://bertkommerij.ntr.nl. Kommerij is fascinated by new media and the stories they
produce.
Ernst Meisner
Ernst Meisner is a dancer and choreographer. Following a 10-year career with The Royal Ballet
in London, he has been dancing as a ‘grand sujet’ with the Dutch National Ballet since 2010. He
choreographed the company’s first children’s ballet ‘The little big chest’ and their anniversary
performance ‘Yes We Can Dance’. He has also choreographed works for The Royal Ballet, DanceEast, English National Ballet School, the Dutch National Ballet Academy, TedX Amsterdam
and New English Ballet Theatre.
More info: www.ernstmeisner.com
Scanner / Robin Rimbaud
Robin Rimbaud (also known as Scanner) creates electronic music and often works with soundscapes. He has previously composed music for works choreographed by Wayne McGregor
and Merce Cunningham, among others. With Joel Cadbury, he wrote ‘Céleste’, which will be
performed at the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games in London.
More info: www.scannerdot.com
Rogério Lira
Rogério Lira is a cross-media designer. He has worked for MTV Brazil, Channel V Hong Kong,
VPRO and NTR. His work ranges from postage stamps to video installations, and from public
health campaigns to mobile applications. He teaches digital media design at the Willem de
Kooning Academy (Rotterdam).
More info: www.rogeriolira.com

THE DUTCH NATIONAL CANTA BALLET
IS SUPPORTED BY:
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